Discussion Forum 6


In Discussion Forum 6, post your response to the following discussion question. Reply to at least two classmates’ responses by the date indicated in the Course Calendar. 

Compare the moral principles that Reiman and Marquis appeal to in their arguments. Are they the same principles or are they different, and what consequences does this fact have for the issue of abortion? [MO1]

Discussion Forum 7


In Discussion Forum 7, post your response to the following discussion question. Reply to at least two classmates’ responses by the date indicated in the Course Calendar. 

You wake up one morning and find yourself back-to-back in bed with an unconscious violinist—a famous unconscious violinist. (Let’s call him Mr. K.) He has been found to have a fatal kidney ailment, and the Society of Music Lovers has canvassed all the available medical records and found that you alone have the right blood type to help. They have therefore kidnapped you, and last night Mr. K's circulatory system was plugged into yours, so that your kidneys can be used to extract poisons from his blood as well as your own. 

The director of the hospital now tells you, “Look, we're sorry the Society of Music Lovers did this to you—we would never have permitted it if we had known. But still, they did it, and Mr. K is now plugged into you. To unplug you would be to kill him. But never mind, it’s only for nine months. By then he will have recovered from his ailment, and can safely be unplugged from you.” Is it morally incumbent on you to accede to this situation? No doubt it would be very nice of you if you did; it would be a great kindness. But do you have the moral obligation to accede to it? (What if it were not 9 months, but 9 years? Or even longer?) [MO1, 2] 

Written Assignment 5

Written assignment questions give you the opportunity to demonstrate a mastery of the material from the texts, additional resources, and discussions. In your answers, be sure that when you make reference to the words or ideas of another, you carefully cite your sources. Your answer to each question below should be between 150 and 300 words in length (a paragraph or two, but less than a page). [MO1, 2] 

Written assignments such as this one do not require the use of the APA format. Instead, please answer each question in a separate section, and number your answers, to make it clear to your mentor which section is meant to answer which question. Any citations you make should, of course, conform to APA guidelines for citations/reference lists. 

1. According to Sung, there are some cases in which it is morally legitimate to patent/copyright genes, embryos, or their parts. What are those cases and what is the argument for including them? 

2. According to Koepsell, there are both deontological and utilitarian reasons for prohibiting the patenting/copyright of genes, embryos, or their parts. Outline the arguments for both claims. 

3. What are some of issues to consider within the topic of genetic privacy, and what is the relationship between genetic privacy and genetic discrimination? 

4. Which of the traditional ethical theories are employed by those in the field of environmental ethics? Explain the relationship between traditional ethical theories and modern environmental ethics

